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[Imagine a day when people with liver failure can be cured with implanted *neo-organst
made of liver cells and plastic “bers; when insulin-dependent diabetics can forgo their
frequent insulin injections because they have semisynthetic replacement pancreases; when
kidney dialysis machines are obsolete because anyone with damaged kidneys can be out”
tted with new ones grown from their very own cells. Sound like science *ction? Not to
scientists working in tissue engineering, a “eld of science that is barely a decade old. —
Some of the leading scientists in tissue engineering outline the current successes of their
young research “eld and sketch a “brave new world” in which people need not die for lack
of spare parts. —] (Sci. Amer. April 1999, p37)
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